of exclusion experienced by migrants by promoting 'bright citizenships' that they can supposedly freely create by themselves regardless of circumstances. The contrary seems to be true: migration policies strongly determine the statuses of migrants and their lives.
Faced with rigidly ethnic conceptions of nationality that have far from faded away with globalization, we have been witnessing the increasing failure of the concept of citizenship to tackle the realities of cross-border living. A relevant question in globalizing societies is how to rethink citizenship so that it is able to grasp the multiple belongings of migrating and displaced people. The question is how to conceptualize citizenship in an inclusive, egalitarian, post-or, better, beyond-national perspective so that it can address new modalities of interconnectedness and mobility across space, and embrace the 'translocational' positioning (Anthias, 2002) of migrants.
Of course, issues around the concept of citizenship are not new, and similar questions have been addressed with regard to its link with migration. In contrast to new ideas such as transnational or post-national citizenship (Soysal, 1994; Vertovec, 1999; Habermas, 2001; Balibar, 2004) or multilayered citizenship (Yuval-Davis, 1999) -also not without problems -this chapter contributes to debates about citizenship by pointing to processes relating to the 'depoliticization of citizenship'. In this chapter I am specifically interested in understanding the depoliticization that established citizenship not as a practice but as a formally attributed status that cannot but exclude certain populations, such as migrants. I attempt to develop a concept of citizenship that restores its political dimensions and the 'citizenization of citizenship'.
The ethnicization of citizenship
Debates on citizenship have been proliferating in the last two decades and have informed policy debates as well as political and social thought. The largest attention, by far, is still given to citizenship as a legal status, specifically in the arena of public policy (this observation was already made by Linda Bosniak in 1998). This has resulted in the adoption of the categorization of migrants into various groups such as economic migrants, political migrants, family reunion migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, illegal migrants, undocumented migrants, and so on. This categorization posits the centrality of migrants' legal status. In both academic and policy debates we find arguments that reduce the meaning of citizenship to legal status and the increasingly tight conditions for obtaining it (for example, through naturalization policies).
